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Industry News
European
Conference to
Feature Kendry
Adrian Kendry, senior defense
economist and head of defense
and security economics at
NATO Headquarters will be
the opening keynote speaker
at the ASIS 11th European Security Conference and Exhibition which will take place in
London on April 15-17.
Between 1996 and 2000,
Kendry held the Admiral William Crowe Chair in the Economics of the Defense Industrial Base at the United States
Naval Academy, focusing upon
transatlantic, U.S., and international policy developments
concerning the defense and
aerospace industries. Concurrently, he also held a visiting
professorship in economics at

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS
If you’ve attended the ASIS Annual Seminar and Exhibits
in the past, go to www.securitymanagement.com and
take our quick survey about your reasons. We’ll share
responses in a future issue.

the Naval Postgraduate School
in Monterey, California, in
1999. During the period 20002001, he worked in an aerospace and defense consultancy
in Washington, D.C.
From 2006, Kendry has
played a crucial role in developing the conceptual framework for NATO’s role in energy
security outlined in the Riga,
Bucharest, Strasbourg-Kehl,
and Lisbon Summits, and, in
this context, was responsible
for preparing and delivering
speeches and presentations on
energy security in the United

States, Europe, and elsewhere.
The current global financial and economic crisis creates continuing widespread
uncertainty and instability.
Such instability poses major
challenges for international
security and, as a consequence,
international business security. Kendry’s keynote will focus on steps being taken to address these challenges and the
prospects for global business
set against the backdrop of the
changing balance of international economic power. In
particular, the opportunities

and threats confronting European business will be examined and discussed.
The conference and exhibition will kick off Sunday, April
15, with a President’s Reception. During the following
two days, delegates will be
able to attend 33 high-level
educational sessions divided
over three parallel tracks.
Other keynote presentations will be provided by: Sir
Ian Andrews, chair of the Serious Organised Crime Agency,
U.K.; James Brokenshire, MP,
minister for crime and security, U.K.; and Baroness Angela
Harris of Richmond, patron of
the ASIS United Kingdom
Chapter.
For more information or to
register, visit the Society’s Web
site, www.asisonline.org. ■

Certification Profile
Sabastian A. Velilla, CPP, security division
administrator of the Security Services Division, City of Newport News, Virginia, likes
to describe his job in football terms: “When
playing on the offensive line, the job is
clear: protect the quarterback. In my work, the city is the
quarterback and my job is protecting the asset—whether
human or capital.”
Following his service as a military policeman and then
security assistance program coordinator for the U.S. Department of the Army as a civilian, Velilla began his career
in private security as an auditor for the Jack Eckerd Corporation. In 2007, he joined the Security Services Division
in Newport News, Virginia, where he is responsible for the
overall management of security services and programs for
the city—from planning and development to implementation. He currently has five direct reports who oversee 60
front line professionals on an around-the-clock basis with
capital asset protection of more than 200 million.
Sabastian earned his Certified Protection Professional®
(CPP) credential in 2007. It was a requirement for his position with the Newport News government. “The CPP garners
respectability,” states Velilla. “ASIS certified practitioners
are recognized as subject matter experts in the security
field.” The city actually requires members of its security
team to join ASIS and encourages board certification at
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all levels. Sabastian observes, “The city leadership is serious about the security of its employees, its businesses,
and visitors. Their support of ASIS board certification is a
testament to the degree of their commitment.”
A typical day for Velilla begins with a team meeting,
which often includes a video review of the night’s events.
Velilla readily admits he enjoys being hands-on with the
central monitoring staff. “I like to get my hands in the
mix,” he says. “There is rarely a day that something interesting is not captured on camera.”
Aside from routine day-to-day tasks, Velilla also conducts vulnerability assessments, oversees building evacuation drills, designs security plans for new construction,
and meets with department directors on security matters.
Among his greatest challenges, he says, is to “sell” the
need for security improvements to key players.
A visit from then-candidate, now President, Barack
Obama to Newport News in 2008 remains one of Velilla’s
most memorable moments on the job. “Our division provided camera surveillance and worked in concert with the
Secret Service and the Newport News Police Department
to cover potential security threats and hazards,” remembers Velilla. For this event, his cameras had the only complete coverage of the area, and Velilla took up his position,
albeit from the press box as opposed to the field of play.
By Leigh A. McGuire, ASIS public relations manager
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