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during a series of roundtable
discussions with dozens of security industry experts representing the banking, health
care, hospitality, information
technology, insurance, retail,
and transportation sectors.
While this publication is tailored to security managers, it
will also be useful to a wide
array of personnel including
public-sector employees and
law enforcement.
To download a free PDF, go
to www.asisonline.org/foundation/noframe/research/planforchange.html.

ASIS and Business
Continuity
Professionals to
Launch Standard
ASIS International and business continuity professionals
from more than a dozen organizations held a stakeholder
deliberation meeting at the
Society’s headquarters in Alexandria, Virginia, on October 3
to discuss its American National Standards Institute
(ANSI) standards project initiative to develop a Business Continuity Management (BCM)
standard for ultimate approval
by ANSI. Participation in the
meeting was open to key business continuity program managers, service providers, and
other interested parties and
included representatives from
the Disaster Recovery Institute
International, the Association
of Contingency Planners, the
Business Continuity Institute,
and its U.S. Chapter BCI-USA,
who commented on the proposed ASIS standards project
registered with ANSI.
ASIS held the stakeholder
meeting due to some initial
concerns over the development and application of a
new BCM standard and in
compliance with ANSI’s pro84
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cedural requirements. The
ASIS-proposed Business Continuity Management American National Standard would
include auditable criteria for
preparedness, crisis management, business, and operational continuity and disaster
management.
ASIS is seeking key input
from business continuity professionals to develop potential
membership on the technical
committee that would draft
and critique the new standard. ASIS stated its goal was

not to infringe on the credibility of current BCM practitioners or turn BCM into a subset
of security management, but
to use its position as an ANSIaccredited Standards Development Organization to lead the
effort of providing a muchneeded standard to ASIS
members and the business
continuity community at
large. Interested parties may
contact ASIS at guidelines@
asisonline.org.
The consensus opinion of
the meeting’s participants was

that it had been a productive
step toward the development
of a new standard that could
be both auditable and scalable.
The compelling need for the
standard was unanimously
identified. Most participants
agreed that while other standards, such as NFPA 1600, already exist and provide value
to the business continuity
community, future needs of
the community are not being
met since existing standards
are not auditable, are partial
to certain industry segments,

Certification Profile
Dennis Shepp, CPP, PCI,
spent 25 years as a senior partner in a security
management and investigation consulting firm
providing services for Canadian industry
and government. Then, in 2004, Shepp
“accepted the adventure,” of moving to
the Middle East, he says.
Shepp spent two years with the College
of Technology in Qatar as a member of
the security faculty. There, he was an active member of the Doha ASIS Chapter. In
the fall of 2008, he joined the security
team at King Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST) in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia, as a special security services
consultant.
Located on more than 36 million square
meters on the Red Sea—approximately 80
kilometers north of Saudi Arabia’s secondlargest city, Jeddah—KAUST opened in
September as an international, graduatelevel research university “dedicated to inspiring a new age of scientific achievement,” says Shepp.
“This is an exciting project, being part
of the team building KAUST’s core campus. It’s a unique opportunity to help design a security organization and infrastructure from the ground up to provide
the public safety and protection for students, faculty, staff, contractors, and their
families, who will live, work, and learn on

our campus,” he states.
Shepp, who says he has been “a proud
member of ASIS” since 1983, holds a master’s in business administration from Royal
Roads University in Canada, as well as the
CPP and PCI designations, which he
earned in 1991 and 2001, respectively.
“ASIS has involved me in volunteer leadership and challenged me to push my limits
on professional development,” he says.
ASIS certifications “provide credibility and
also demonstrate to others my capabilities
as a professional. The CPP is the standard
of security management achievement, so I
need it to succeed in my field.”
In explaining how he obtained his PCI,
Shepp says, “Several of my colleagues challenged me to help with designing a PCI Review for the college in Qatar, and as part of
the process, we all agreed to take the exam
after we delivered the first review.” He recalls, “We all passed and felt great about it.”
Shepp encourages his colleagues to
pursue certifications as part of their career
advancement. He is an enthusiastic supporter of security management as a career.
“It is truly a small world and most of the
people I have met over the 26 years in this
business are life-long friends,” he says.
“This is a fantastic field, and I have enjoyed
the travel, cultures, and people from all
over the world.”
—Profile by Vicki Moeser, ASIS public
relations manager
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