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frastructure. This makes a “cybercommand” as important as
the physical military branches.
He also urged the creation of
cyberwar treaties to establish
ground rules, such as minimizing collateral damage, banning
attacks on civilian infrastructure, and requiring that attack
tools self-destruct at the end of
warfare.
In contrast with high-tech
discussions by Kozinski and
Schneier, Associated Press
CEO Tom Curley spoke literally about boots on the ground.
He explained that the AP had
gone without a security department since its inception more
than 160 years ago. Reporters
prided themselves on “running
helter-skelter to wherever the
bombs fell,” Curley said, resulting in many near misses.

Curley then explained how he
brought in a CSO, Danny
Spriggs, who would report directly to him. “I felt security
was so vital that it had to report to the CEO,” Curley said,
which set the tone from the
top. That approach also prevents security from being second-guessed. Spriggs added
that the new normal after 9-11
has made security a key business player, especially in an
organization that makes its
money by sending personnel
to dangerous places.
The extent to which security is honored at AP took
some as a surprise. For example, Curley mentioned that AP
had pulled its staff out of Libya
because it seemed to be falling
into civil war. Asked whether
he didn’t feel an obligation to

report from this global hotspot, Curley stood by his decision, saying, “No story is worth
someone’s life.”
Several sessions reflected
the CSO Roundtable’s partnership initiatives with likeminded organizations. Members of Business Executives
for National Security (BENS)
presented sessions on “CXO
Perspectives on Security” and
“Lessons Learned from Organized Crime.” Representing
RIMS, Rick Roberts of EnsignBickford Industries spoke on
“Security from the Financial
Risk Perspective.” Other session highlights included U.S.
Army Lieutenant General Guy
Swan’s inside look at Mexican
drug cartels, CEO and Founder
of Global Cyber Risk Jody R.
Westby, Esq.’s exposé on the

lack of executive oversight of
digital assets and privacy issues, and a discussion of personnel evacuations conducted
by iJet’s Bruce McIndoe, as
well as Alex Puig and Mark
Wachter of Travel Security
Services.
The CSO Roundtable also
gave a presentation on how to
become a CSO at the New York
Chapter Seminar on May 12.
The Roundtable will also present a one-day program on
Mexico in conjunction with
the Mexico City Chapter in
that city on July 6, and a panel
on critical infrastructure protection at the Aspen Security
Forum in Colorado later this
month. ■
By Michael Gips, ASIS International vice president of
strategic operations

Certification Profile
Brian H. Reich, CPP, began his career
working as a stand-up comedian. During
his college years and immediately thereafter, Reich toured resorts, colleges, and
comedy clubs around the country. He attributes the strength of his public speaking skills to the
experience. Reich eventually left the stage and went on to
work as an account executive for Burns International Security Services in New York City before deciding to pursue a
career in law enforcement, which was his life-long goal.
After becoming a police officer in Bergen County, New
Jersey, Reich progressed from patrol officer to detective in
the County Prosecutor’s Office. He served in various units,
including the Sex Crimes and Child Abuse, Computer
Crimes, and the Major Crimes Unit. Reich also served as
the deputy chief of the Bergen County Sheriff’s Office,
where he oversaw the Bureau of Criminal Investigation
and was responsible for the physical security of the Bergen
County Justice Center, which services nearly 1 million visitors annually. Reich was also responsible for internal affairs
investigations for the more than 500 employees of the
Sheriff’s Department.
“The best security program in the world cannot be
successful if it is not communicated properly to those
who execute it and to those being protected,” Reich admonishes.
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In 2009, Reich earned his Certified Protection Professional® (CPP) credential. He says that the most valuable
benefit of ASIS certification is “perspective” in terms of
knowledge of security principles and return on investment. “The bottom line is the importance of looking at a
problem and coming up with the most efficient course of
action to resolve it,” observes Reich, who notes that this
type is applicable in law enforcement and security.
It was in a courthouse in North Carolina just a few years
ago where Reich reports experiencing one of the most
memorable moments in his career. He was asked to attend
the sentencing of a suspect charged in a federal, multistate
child exploitation investigation that he had coordinated.
Upon arriving at the courthouse, Reich was approached
by the father of the two victims. The man, with tears in his
eyes, hugged Reich and thanked him. He handed Reich a
guardian angel made by his children and said his sons
wanted Reich to know they would now be safe because
of his efforts.
Reich joined ASIS early in his career and in recent years,
he has been active with the ASIS Law Enforcement Liaison
Council (LELC), which he currently chairs. He firmly believes that ASIS education programs and networking have
laid the groundwork for his transition from the public sector to the private sector when the time comes.
By Leigh A. McGuire, ASIS public relations manager

S E C U R I T Y M A N AG E M E N T

73

