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Industry News
sponsored by the ASIS Council
on Global Terrorism, Political
Instability, and International
Crime. The council itself
marked its silver anniversary
during the three-day event
held March 19-21 at the RitzCarlton hotel in Arlington,
Virginia.
Top federal officials, academics, and industry officials
gave more than 100 attendees
exhaustive and varying assessments of progress in the war
on terror, emphasizing the private sector’s role in protecting
critical infrastructure and ensuring resilience in the event
of an attack.
“The federal government
can’t do this [alone],” William
Flynn, director of risk manage-

ment at the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security (DHS)
Office of Infrastructure Protection, told attendees. It has to be
“a partnership with state and
local and, most importantly, a
partnership with the private
sector,” he noted.
“I can’t emphasize enough:
Information sharing will prevent the next attack,” Flynn
said.
Earlier, attendees heard
from Sue Reingold, deputy
program manager for the director of National Intelligence.
It’s her responsibility to foster
the national intelligence-sharing environment (ISE) mandated by the same 2004 intelligence reform law that created
her office.

“The important thing to remember is that the ISE is about
developing trusted partnerships that let you get all the
right information to the right
people at the right time,” Reingold said.
She also noted that state
and local officials need help
in understanding how to integrate private sector players, so
the private sector needs to
reach out.
“ASIS can do that,” said Reingold, who pledged that her office would solicit input from
the organization.
Flynn’s boss and keynote
speaker Robert Stephan, assistant secretary of homeland security for infrastructure protection, told attendees to

accept the war on terror as a
fact of life.
“You have to be prepared
for a long struggle. This is a
dedicated enemy. This is not
the Japanese or Germans who
took six years to defeat. This is
going to take a generation or
generations. And we, as a country, are not patient, which is
an advantage for the enemy,”
Stephan said. “Keep doing
what you’re doing. Because
every single [security professional] can be the person that
uncovers a terror plot.”
Flynn urged all those in attendance to make personal
contact with their regional
DHS protective security advisor (PSA). Each PSA is a veteran
security professional, posted

Certification Profile
Philip P. Boskett, CPP, PSP, set lofty
career goals then harnessed the power
of professional certification to meet
and exceed those goals.
A former police officer in the United
Kingdom, and a member of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary, Boskett entered the private security
industry in 1998 when he was appointed deputy chief of
security for the United Nations Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia, based in The Hague, Netherlands. The
reason for the move was quite simple, according to Boskett.
“I saw the opportunity to move into a profession that offered the potential to further develop government servicebased security and investigations experience,” says Boskett.
Shortly thereafter, in 1999, Boskett pursued and was
awarded his Certified Protection Professional® (CPP) credential from ASIS International. He became a certified
Physical Security Professional® (PSP) in 2005 and also
holds the Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE) credential
awarded by the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners,
and several university degrees, professional certificates,
and other honors marking service to the industry.
Boskett believes his certifications serve him well in his
present position as chief of security and safety for the International Criminal Court, also based in The Hague.
“Professional certification indicates to all the security
staff that the Section takes professional training and accreditation seriously,” says Boskett, adding that his cre-
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dentials hardly set him apart from his colleagues at the International Criminal Court. “Qualifications in the Section
are legion, as all the security officers are mature, ex-police
or military personnel, all of the unit heads and many of
the supervisors are university graduates, and many of the
officers hold specialist qualifications, such as firearms instructors, information protection advisors, and occupational/fire safety specialists.”
Boskett—who joined ASIS in 1998 and is a member of
the organization’s United Kingdom and Benelux Chapters—has served as an instructor in the ASIS Protection of
Assets Course and recently contributed as a presenter at
the ASIS European Conference in Berlin.
This spring, Boskett and Thomas McKean, PSP, one of
his colleagues at International Criminal Court launched an
in-house training program to assist interested and committed security staff in achieving the PSP credential. The
program offers other ICC staff, as well as security staff
from other large organizations based in The Hague, a
monthly evening study group from April until the PSP
exam in November.
“We hope to see a substantially increased number of PSP
qualified personnel following the November 2007 examination,” states Boskett, clarifying his interest in helping others
achieve certification as he has. “Objective assessment and
accreditation is fundamental to promoting and protecting
the interests of any self-respecting profession.” ■
—By Chris Flynn, ASIS public relations manager
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