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Industry News
The undergraduate winner of
the 2008 Student Writing Competition is Michael Massarotti
of New Jersey City University
in Jersey City, New Jersey, for
Repairing Security’s Image. Honorable mention goes to Mike

Remington of Nichols College
in Dudley, Massachusetts, for
Protecting Information and Intangible Assets in the 21st Century.
The graduate winner is
Andre Jackson, from Johns
Hopkins University in Balti-

more, for his paper, Interdisciplinary Collaboration, Security
Solutions, and the Future of AntiTerrorism Forces.
Honorable mention goes to
Antonio Freeman of Webster
University, St. Louis, for The

Certification Profile
The Iowa State Fair
attracts more than a
million fun-lovers from
around the world each
year. A proud tradition
since 1854, it inspired
the novel State Fair, three movies, and a
Rodgers and Hammerstein Broadway musical, as well as being featured in the book
1,000 Places to See Before You Die.
Tony Biancalana, CPP, has been the senior director of internal operations at the fair
for the past two years. His duties for the
Iowa State Fair Authority include oversight
for human resources, risk management,
parking, public safety, safety management,
emergency and crisis management, interim
and off-season events, admissions, information technology, and campgrounds.
The fair’s size—420 acres, including a
160-acre campground near Des Moines—
along with the site’s year-round visitors,
pose challenges to Biancalana and his
team. During the fair, Biancalana supervises up to 50 people. Off-season, he supervises a full-time staff of seven. He reports to the CEO of the Iowa State Fair
Authority.
Biancalana says he won’t soon forget
last year’s opening day, which drew more
than 42,000 patrons in under three hours.
“We staged a promotional event where we
offered free admission for a limited period,” he recalls. “The fair grandstands seat
12,000. We thought we’d seat up to 5,000
fair-goers. We filled the grandstand and
had more wanting to enter.”
Even though they were not expecting
such a huge turnout, Biancalana and his
staff were prepared for the possibility.
“We had met with local authorities,
emergency management, fire, law enforcement, EMS, traffic, public transporta-
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tion, and others to prepare for best and
worst case scenarios,” he says. “Though
we did not plan on the attendance we received, we were able to handle the numbers and kept the risks to a minimum.”
Preparation for this year’s Iowa State
Fair, which will run August 13-23, began
right after the 2008 fair closed. “We conduct organizational critiques immediately
after the fair and scrutinize every process
and component and make any necessary
adjustments,” he says.
Biancalana started his career in security
as a lead security officer in 1986 at the
Mercy Hospital Center in Des Moines. He
held subsequent jobs there as an investigations coordinator, director of security,
and director of facility services. “I enjoy
analyzing security risks and vulnerabilities
as well as interacting with people and
helping them resolve problems,” he says.
He joined ASIS International 16 years
ago and earned his CPP in 1993. “This certification not only added to my knowledge but also gave me more credibility
within my professional field and within my
organization,” he states.
“This additional knowledge and credibility assisted me in being more proactive
in making decisions and keeping my employer up to date on issues and trends
and potential impacts to the organization,” he adds. “It also allowed me to keep
security management in the forefront of
the organization and included in the organization’s strategic plan.”
Biancalana would wholeheartedly recommend the security profession to others.
“I’d advise anyone looking into this field as
a career to seek out opportunities for additional training, education, and certification.”
—Profile by Vicki Moeser, ASIS public
relations manager

Most Promising Technology to
meet Tomorrow’s Security Challenge.
Entries were judged on several criteria, including the
creativity of each student’s
approach to the topic, organization of the material, overall
writing quality, and the student’s ability to analyze information and draw relevant
conclusions.
Massarotti will receive a
$1,000 cash prize; Jackson will
receive a $1,500 cash prize.
Each winner will be given a
one-year ASIS student membership and registration to the
ASIS International 55th Annual
Seminar and Exhibits in Anaheim, California, in September.
The honorable mention recipients will collect awards of
$500. Winning papers will be
submitted to Security Journal, a
peer-reviewed journal for security researchers and professionals, affiliated with ASIS.
“We saw a significant increase in the number of entrants at both the graduate and
undergraduate levels, a trend
we hope will continue in the
years ahead,” says Stephen Saravara, CPP, who served as coordinator for the competition.
“The material produced by
participants can contribute to
the security community’s body
of knowledge, which is composed of the thoughts, ideas,
theories, and practical applications that address today’s global
challenges,” notes Kevin Peterson, CPP, past chair of the ASIS
Council on Academic Programs.
Peterson adds that he was
particularly pleased to see
that a number of students
from outside the security or
criminal justice fields of study
submitted papers.
For more information
on the competition, visit
www.asisonline.org. ■
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