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ASIS International Publishes 
Information Asset Protection Guideline
Alexandria, VA (July 31, 2007) – ASIS International (ASIS), the preeminent organization for security professionals worldwide, through its Commission on Standards and Guidelines and the Information Asset Protection Committee, today released the final version of the Information Asset Protection Guideline. The guideline is designed to help organizations develop and implement a policy and comprehensive risk-based strategy to protect their intellectual property, proprietary information and other intangible assets.

The premise for the guideline is that an organization’s competitive edge is the result of information derived from the creativity and innovation of its personnel, and that the loss of this information would negatively impact the organization’s investment in personnel, time, finances, product and/or property. No matter what the specific information is—a trade secret, patent information or other intellectual property—organizations must take measures to protect this most valuable asset, and the Information Asset Protection Guideline seeks to provide the necessary guidance in developing these measures.

“Simply put, organizations must have a plan to protect the information, data and other intangible assets that keep them in business,” said Regis Becker, CPP, who served as Chairman of the ASIS International Commission on Guidelines through the draft stage of the guideline. “The Information Asset Protection Guideline provides an excellent start to that plan, and allows organizations to customize its concepts to meet their individual needs.”

The guideline is organized into three primary sections. The first section offers a general framework and some guiding principles for developing an effective Information Assets Protection (IAP) policy within any organizational setting. The second section proposes recommended practices that may be implemented into a high-quality IAP program. The third section consists of two appendices that provide useful tools for any size organization: Appendix A consists of a Sample Policy on IAP. Appendix B offers a sample flow chart for assessing information protection needs that can be modified and customized to meet an organization’s needs.

This guideline also complements much of the data presented in the Trends in Proprietary Information Loss Survey Report, published in June 2007 by the ASIS Foundation.

Up to five copies of the print version of the Information Asset Protection Guideline are free to ASIS members; the non-member fee is $10. To order, please contact the ASIS Call Center at 703-519-6200 or email asis@asisonline.org. This document is now available free of charge in its entirety at http://www.asisonline.org/guidelines/guidelinesinfoassetsfinal.pdf
For more information about ASIS Guidelines, either published or in development, visit the ASIS Web site at http://www.asisonline.org/guidelines/guidelines.htm.

About ASIS Guidelines

In April 2005, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) awarded ASIS International a Designation for its Guidelines Program under the SAFETY (Support Anti-Terrorism by Fostering Effective Technology) Act of 2002. This designation is significant in three ways: (1) it establishes that ASIS guidelines are qualified to be a “technology” that could reduce the risks or effects of terrorism, (2) it limits ASIS’ liability for acts arising out of the use of the guidelines in connection with an act of terrorism, and (3) it precludes claims of third party damages against organizations using the guidelines as a means to prevent or limit the scope of terrorist acts.

About ASIS

ASIS International (ASIS) is the preeminent organization for security professionals, with more than 35,000 members worldwide.  Founded in 1955, ASIS is dedicated to increasing the effectiveness and productivity of security professionals by developing educational programs and materials that address broad security interests, such as the ASIS Annual Seminar and Exhibits, as well as specific security topics.  ASIS also advocates the role and value of the security management profession to business, the media, government entities, and the public. By providing members and the security community with access to a full range of programs and services, and by publishing the industry’s number one magazine — Security Management — ASIS leads the way for advanced and improved security performance.
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