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U.S. Chamber of Commerce Advances ASIS Guidelines

Alexandria, VA (June 1, 2005) – American businesses have a large stake in national defense and homeland security issues, and ASIS International (ASIS) is helping the U.S. Chamber of Commerce—the world’s largest not-for-profit business federation—provide the tools to face these issues head-on. 

Three of ASIS’ Guidelines—the General Security Risk Assessment Guideline, the Threat Advisory Response Guideline and the Business Continuity Guideline—are now included as resources on the U.S.Chamber of Commerce web page dedicated to homeland security (www.uschamber.com/issues/index/defense/homelandsecurity.htm). Through these series of security advisory provisions, ASIS and the U.S. Chamber are offering American businesses viable plans of action to prepare for and react to emergency situations.

"The U.S. Chamber's partnership with ASIS International on Homeland Security issues is active and mutually rewarding.  We placed ASIS' Guidelines on our Homeland Security web site as a service to the more than three million businesses which belong to the U.S. Chamber,” said Andrew Howell, Vice President of Homeland Security for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. “These Guidelines are simple but highly useful tools. They were developed by security professionals but can be employed by nearly any organization to protect itself and recover from manmade or natural catastrophes."

In May, the ASIS Guideline program received SAFETY Act Designation from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. This designation limits ASIS’ liability in claims allegedly arising out of the use of the Guidelines in connection with an act of terrorism, and automatically dismisses any related lawsuits against organizations using the Guidelines as a means to prevent or limit the scope of terrorist acts.

ASIS began issuing Guidelines in 2001 in order to help the private sector secure its business and critical infrastructure, whether from natural disaster, accidents or planned actions, such as terrorist attacks and vandalism. By addressing these specific concerns and issues inherent to the security industry, the Guidelines strive to serve the needs of security professionals by increasing the effectiveness and productivity of security practices and solutions, and enhancing the professionalism of the industry. 

For more information and to download copies of the Guidelines, please visit  www.asisonline.org/guidelines/guidelines.htm. 
ASIS International (ASIS) is the preeminent organization for security professionals, with more than 33,000 members worldwide.  Founded in 1955, ASIS is dedicated to increasing the effectiveness and productivity of security professionals by developing educational programs and materials that address broad security interests, such as the ASIS Annual Seminar and Exhibits, as well as specific security topics.  ASIS also advocates the role and value of the security management profession to business, the media, government entities, and the public.  By providing members and the security community with access to a full range of programs and services, and by publishing the industry’s number one magazine — Security Management — ASIS leads the way for advanced and improved security performance.
