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ASIS International Granted ISO Liaison Status

Organization to provide voice of security professionals in development of global standards

Alexandria, VA (May 29, 2007) – ASIS International, the leading organization for security management professionals worldwide, today announced that it has been granted liaison status by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO)—the international body of standards development. 

Standards are a set of voluntary criteria, voluntary guidelines and best practices used to enhance the quality, performance, reliability and consistency of products, services and/or processes.  International, national and regional standards bodies have initiated aggressive standards development programs that will profoundly impact security practitioners. The ISO has itself launched a technical committee that is preparing security standards that will directly impact domestic and international communities. ASIS will serve an important function on this technical committee, ISO/TC 223: Societal Security, by lending the experience and expertise of its 35,000 members to the ISO effort. 

As a non-governmental organization, ISO has no legal authority to enforce standards implementation. Although ISO standards are voluntary, they may become recognized as an industry best practice and a market requirement. For this reason, the liaison status with ISO affords ASIS and its membership the unique opportunity to play a leading role in shaping the development of standards that affect security.

“We see this as a tremendous opportunity for our 35,000 security executives from around the world to have significant input into security-related global standards that will have an ongoing impact on the profession,” said F. Mark Geraci, CPP, Chairman, ASIS Commission on Standards and Guidelines.

ASIS will provide a voice for security professionals in standards development as a liaison with ISO/TC 223 on the international level and CEN, the European body, on a regional level.  In order to provide valuable security expertise to national technical committees, which will enhance the services and status of security professionals, ASIS will partner with national standards bodies to co-author standards of importance to the security arena.

For more information on the ASIS International Commission on Standards and Guidelines, please visit http://www.asisonline.org/guidelines/guidelines.htm.

ASIS International (ASIS) is the preeminent organization for security professionals, with more than 35,000 members worldwide.  Founded in 1955, ASIS is dedicated to increasing the effectiveness and productivity of security professionals by developing educational programs and materials that address broad security interests, such as the ASIS Annual Seminar and Exhibits, as well as specific security topics.  ASIS also advocates the role and value of the security management profession to business, the media, government entities, and the public.  By providing members and the security community with access to a full range of programs and services, and by publishing the industry’s number one magazine — Security Management — ASIS leads the way for advanced and improved security performance.

