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ASIS International Emerging Trends in Security Program

Confronts Industry’s Ever-Changing Challenges

Dynamic 2 ½ day forum (May 7-9, 2007) being held in San Antonio, TX

Alexandria, VA (April 4, 2007) – Being responsible for protecting people, property, and information is a formidable task that seems to change with the blink of an eye. Suicide bombers, natural disasters, cyber attacks, and pandemic threats demand that business and security professionals be prepared for a variety of challenges to their enterprises. These threats also set the backdrop for the ASIS International Emerging Trends in Security program being held May 7-9, 2007 in San Antonio, TX.

Emerging Trends—an intensive 2 ½ day forum—provides the latest information on ground-breaking security strategies and best practices, critical and emerging issues, and the latest advancements in technology. The event will offer more than 50 educational sessions, led by the industry’s top experts and covering the spectrum of security interests, all providing practical approaches to preventing or mitigating emerging threats and to enhancing security for both domestic and international organizations.

In addition to the educational sessions offered concurrently and tailored to the business-specific needs and interests of attendees, general sessions featuring prominent keynote speakers and widely recognized industry experts will be held each day throughout the conference. Topics and speakers include: 
Monday, May 7th
8:10 a.m.–9:15 a.m. –- “Shining a Wall Street Light on Security” ─ Jeffrey T. Kessler, Vice President, Senior Business Analyst, Lehman Brothers, will discuss how despite security being a $150 billion industry, Wall Street is only now—nearly six years after 9/11—beginning to look at the whole industry, not just its “hot” niches, as a lucrative and worthwhile investment. Kessler will also elaborate on his theory that the big, highly-publicized government security programs garnering all the press and investor interest now, are really serving as the test programs for the far more consistent and recurring revenue that will be generated from the corporate sector’s programs over the next several decades.   

3:45 p.m.-5:00 p.m. ─ “Intelligence Sharing Between the Private and Public Sectors” ─ Michael A. Crane, CPP, Executive Vice President and General Counsel, IPC International Corporation, and Kevin Eack, Terrorism Advisor, Illinois State Police and Department of Homeland Security Official, will lead a discussion among representatives from DHS and the State of Illinois Terrorist Information Center on the sharing of intelligence information with the private sector. The session will also outline DHS’ latest initiatives and their implications with regard to terrorism and other hazards.
Tuesday, May 8th
8:00 a.m.-9:15 a.m. ─ “ASIS Guidelines Update” ─ F. Mark Geraci, CPP, Senior Director, Corporate Security, Bristol-Myers Squibb Co., and Chairman of the ASIS Commission on Guidelines, will provide an overview of existing guidelines, those currently in process, and what is planned for the future. Geraci will also speak about how attendees can play a role in this important contribution to the security profession’s body of knowledge.

Wednesday, May 9th
 8:00 a.m.-9:15 a.m. ─ “Fighting the War on Terror: Capturing Emerging Technology” ─ Lt. Col. Thomas P. Bail, Action Officer, United States Air Force, Force Protection Battlelab, will offer insight into how the United States Air Force (USAF) Force Protection Battlelab identifies and rapidly evaluates the potential of new ideas for protecting military personnel, facilities, and weapon systems. The session will provide a virtual tour through many of the past, present and future initiatives that the Battlelab has tested, either through modeling, simulation, assessment, or actual operational employment.

12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m. ─ “Lessons Learned from a Date with Destiny: A Historical and Inspirational View of 9/11/01” ─ Joe Dittmar, Branch Property Manager, Lexington Insurance Company, will close out the program with a special luncheon presentation as compelling as it is personal. Dittmar will provide his eyewitness account of the sights, sounds, and scenes from inside and outside the World Trade Center complex on 9/11/01, presenting an intriguing and gripping perspective on what really happened before, during, and after the terrorist attacks. While steeped with facts and observations of historic proportions, the session will also present concepts and ideas on what was learned that day and what lessons we can continue to teach so that perhaps history doesn’t have to repeat itself.
Emerging Trends will also afford security professionals the opportunity to extend their learning and networking beyond the conference hall. Table-top exhibit displays and technology demonstrations will enable attendees to see the latest innovations up-close, and to meet with top product manufacturers and service providers to get their questions answered face-to-face.

Through its full range of educational sessions, keynote speakers, and exhibits, Emerging Trends in Security is designed to give business and security professionals, law enforcement officers, and government officials the tools they need to meet tomorrow’s challenges head-on. The conference is being held May 7-9, 2007 at the Sheraton Gunter Hotel in San Antonio, TX.
For the full roster of topics, speakers, and conference events, and/or to register to attend ASIS International’s Emerging Trends in Security, please call (703) 519-6200 or visit http://www.asisonline.org/store/program_detail.xml?id=42944701.

Media interested in attending any portion of the event should contact Chris Flynn at 

703-518-1466 or cflynn@asisonline.org, or may register online for a media pass by visiting www.asisonline.org/newsroom/mediaPass.xml.

ASIS International (ASIS) is the preeminent organization for security professionals, with more than 35,000 members worldwide.  Founded in 1955, ASIS is dedicated to increasing the effectiveness and productivity of security professionals by developing educational programs and materials that address broad security interests, such as the ASIS Annual Seminar and Exhibits, as well as specific security topics.  ASIS also advocates the role and value of the security management profession to business, the media, government entities, and the public. By providing members and the security community with access to a full range of programs and services, and by publishing the industry’s number one magazine — Security Management — ASIS leads the way for advanced and improved security performance.
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