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ASIS International 25th Annual Government/Industry 

Conference on Global Terrorism: Preparing for the Next Attack – Managing Risk in an Uncertain World

Program celebrates quarter-century milestone,  

Offers keen eye on when and where future attacks may occur

Alexandria, VA (January 29, 2007) – In the realm of U.S. security and counterterrorism today, there is perhaps no issue more perplexing and frightening than when and where the next attacks might take place. Further, as terrorists become more creative and resourceful, their approaches will become more unconventional, complicating the issue even more.

Because being unprepared is not an option, the 25th Annual Government/Industry Conference on Global Terrorism, sponsored by the ASIS Global Terrorism, Political Instability, and International Crime Council, will help the public and private security professional be better prepared for the next attack, and manage the risks associated with this security challenge. The conference will be held March 19-21, 2007 at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in Pentagon City. 

The two-and-a-half day conference will bring together public and private sector experts to offer practical information on current domestic and international threats facing the United States, with a focus on providing an interface between the various governmental organizations involved in homeland security and the corporate business structure.

While past conferences have served as a focal point for discussion on the developments in the area of global terrorism, this event—the 25th iteration of the conference—will build upon that expertise while addressing partnership issues, presenting participants with the resources to interact with both government and other related organizations in relevant counterterrorism approaches.

“We’re extremely proud to be offering this important program for the 25th consecutive year,” said Steve Chupa, CPP, 2007 ASIS President. “This milestone is impressive because it marks a quarter century of dedication to an issue that has only sparked public interest in the last half decade, but more importantly because the conference itself has continued to evolve to meet the changing threats and challenges faced by security professionals, law enforcement officials and government entities.”

Scheduled speakers for the conference include Dr. Anne Speckhard, Adjunct Professor, Georgetown University Medical School, and Professor of Psychology, Vesalius College, Free University of Brussels; Col. Kerry Kachejian (Ret.), Director, Homeland Defense, Raytheon; Matt Foosaner, Director, Emergency Response Team, Sprint Nextel Corporation; Dr. Floyd Horn, President, Institute for Comparative Genomics; Steve Flynn, Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations; Robert Stephan, Special Assistant to the Secretary, Department of Homeland Security; and others.

Highlights of the 2 ½ day conference will include:

· Information Sharing 
Terrorists have a universe of targets that do not differentiate between civilian and military, governmental and private. This panel will focus on how the government and corporate/private sectors can more effectively obtain and share intelligence for preventing, deterring, and responding to threats and acts of terrorism. Individuals from the intelligence community as well as specialists in corporate/private intelligence will discuss the challenges inherent in the collection and dissemination of crucial information and how to overcome them.

· The Challenges in Transportation Security - National and International: Protecting our Railways, Cargo, and Hazardous Materials 
The Madrid and London bombings have underscored new vulnerabilities in mass transportation systems. Many feel that terrorists might shift their focus to other modes of transportation, cargo, or the chemical industry. Transportation security panelists from the United States and abroad will address the nature of the threat, the difficulties in protecting our infrastructure, and what measures must be developed to cope with these challenges. 

· The Psychology of the Terrorists
Understanding what drives terrorists is key to preparing for the next attack. While we can't predict their moves, we can certainly learn to understand what motivates them, how they plan for attacks, and how they pick their targets. This panel will bring together individuals who have studied and been involved in understanding the psychology of terrorists. They will address what measures must be taken to meet this expanding challenge. 

· The Forgotten Threats - Water, Pharmaceuticals, and Agriculture 
With the ever-present risk of bio-terrorism, it is imperative that security plans are developed to protect often ignored sectors like agriculture, water, and pharmaceuticals. These plans should encompass risk assessment, countermeasures, training, and action plans. Helpful tips for assessing the risk and implementing a plan will be provided. 

· Short- and Long-Term Disaster Disruption Planning
Every government and security professional understands the importance of continuity of operations. This session will cover the processes used to define the need for an emergency plan, highlight the required elements and discuss how to implement plans for a variety of disasters. The panel will discuss a variety of ways to prepare for short and long-term problems. 

· Regional Threat Briefings
This session will review the nature and level of threats against Americans that exist in particular regions of the world. It will identify terrorist groups, their recent targets, and methods of operations. 

For additional topics and speakers, please visit www.asisonline.org/store/program_detail.xml?id=42944698.

For more information or to register to attend ASIS International’s 25th Annual Government/Industry Conference on Global Terrorism, please call (703) 519-6200.

Media interested in attending any portion of the event should contact Chris Flynn at 

703-518-1466 or cflynn@asisonline.org, or may register online for a media pass by visiting www.asisonline.org/newsroom/mediaPass.xml.

ASIS International (ASIS) is the preeminent organization for security professionals, with more than 34,000 members worldwide.  Founded in 1955, ASIS is dedicated to increasing the effectiveness and productivity of security professionals by developing educational programs and materials that address broad security interests, such as the ASIS Annual Seminar and Exhibits, as well as specific security topics.  ASIS also advocates the role and value of the security management profession to business, the media, government entities, and the public. By providing members and the security community with access to a full range of programs and services, and by publishing the industry’s number one magazine — Security Management — ASIS leads the way for advanced and improved security performance.
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