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April 19, 2007

Chief Wendell Flinchum

Virginia Tech Police Department

Sterrett Facilities Complex 0523

Blacksburg, VA  24061 

Dear Chief Flinchum,


On behalf of ASIS International, the world’s largest professional development association serving the security industry, I am writing to offer my condolences to you, your officers, and the Virginia Tech community for the tragic events which unfolded earlier this week.


As an organization dedicated to meeting the various challenges confronting the security profession and representing more than 35,000 security executives and professionals worldwide, ASIS has a unique understanding and a special appreciation for the difficult task you and your officers faced on Monday, along with other local and state law enforcement officers. We know that such an event is the worst imaginable scenario for any security executive, and is certainly one for which no amount of training can ever fully prepare you.  That said, we have a deep appreciation for the job your department did in assessing and responding, given the resources at your disposal, to the situation as it occurred and has continued to do in the aftermath of the incident, often in the face of criticism.


We also realize that unlike others involved in this sad event, the nature of your team’s responsibilities allows no time for withdrawal and little time for mourning, and is such that you must now be more vigilant, more prepared, and more guarded against additional events in the near and distant future.


To that end, I would like to offer our organization’s resources—educational content and guidelines addressing specific security concerns, online tools, and a network of the top security and law enforcement professionals from around the world and across the industry. Please feel free to call on these resources for whatever purpose they may serve in helping the Virginia Tech community to cope with and recover from this tragedy, assess existing security protocols, and develop new measures to prevent and/or reduce the scope of similar crises in the future.


In addition, I am inviting ASIS members to extend their respective expertise and any additional security resources at their disposal to help the Virginia Tech Police Department—and the community as a whole—recover and rebuild.


No matter how you choose to proceed, please know that the thoughts, prayers, and best wishes of your colleagues in security around the world are with you at this most difficult time.

Sincerely,
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Steve D. Chupa, CPP

President

ASIS International
