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Main Responsibilities: Emile Hokayem is the Senior Fellow for Regional Security at the International Institute for Strategic 

Studies based out of the Middle East office in Manama, Bahrain. 

  

Expertise:  

 Iran-Gulf strategic, political and economic relations  

 Regional security in the Gulf and the Middle East 

 US policy in the Middle East 

 Levant security (Syria-Lebanon/Hezbollah-Israel) 

 Role of external actors in the Middle East 

 

Background: Prior to joining the Institute, he was the Political Editor and international affairs columnist of the Abu Dhabi-
based English-language newspaper The National. 

  

From 2004 to 2008, he served as a resident fellow with the Henry L. Stimson Center’s Southwest Asia/Gulf program in 
Washington DC, researching strategic, security and political issues in the Gulf and the Levant. 

 

Emile has written extensively on Iran-GCC relations, regional security in the Gulf and Levant security. He has testified in 

front of the US Senate Foreign Relations Committee on Syria and Lebanon and spoken on Gulf affairs in front of various 
government and non-government audiences. 

 

Emile earned his Master of Science in Foreign Service from Georgetown University, where he focused on international 

security, US foreign policy and the Middle East. He also served as editor-in-chief of the Georgetown Journal of International 

Affairs, the school’s academic publication. He has worked as an independent consultant on Middle East issues, including 

political and economic affairs. He holds degrees in economics and finance from the University of Paris-Dauphine. He is 
fluent in English, French and Arabic. 

 


