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A word from the Chair   
 
The year has started out in a fury.  We started out the 
year with the annual leadership conference in 
Washington DC just a few days before the inauguration.  
Couple that with some bad weather in the DC area and 
the influx of people for the inauguration and it made for 
some interesting times in the airport on Friday night.  Our first quarterly 
meeting was just as exciting.  The weather and inauguration made the 
personnel attendance rather scare, but a majority of the council members 
were able to dial in on a teleconference.   
 
The council is going to be very active this year.  A couple of projects Floyd 
and I started last year are starting to come together and we have added 
another two projects this year: one co-authoring a book on security in the 
year 2020 and the other being a joint council seminar on Safety and 
Security in Houses of Worship.  Our council members are also working on 
some pretty big projects themselves in their respective “day jobs” which 
we’ll talk about in our next newsletter. 
 
Sadly, some members had to leave the council because of the economy 
and/or their employer could no longer support their activities with the 
council.  I would like to thank Michael DuBose , CPP, PSP, CSP, Richard 
Bielen , Martin Cramer , CPP and A. Stewart Kidd , CPP for their 
contributions and participation in the council and wish them well in the 
future.   
 
A request was sent to the membership for new members and we received 
an overwhelming response. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
those that applied to the council and volunteered their services and 
knowledge to the council.  Our review committee has selected eight new 
council members (a brief profile is listed below) and I would like to welcome 
aboard our new members. 
 
One of the members who left us was the editor of this fine publication, so 
please bear with me on this issue as I am taking my hand at editing and 
writing portions of this issue.  Happy reading everyone and should you 
have any questions about the council or our activities, please feel free to 
drop me a line. 
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Who Is Your Press Agent?  
By E Floyd Phelps, CPP 
 
Hundreds of thousands of people are being laid off. A drastic measure but one 
some companies think is necessary to stay afloat. How do they pick the people 
to keep? 
 
They pick people who are productive, the ones who make the company money, 
and the ones they cannot do without. How do you and your security department get on the “cannot 
do without” list?  
 
A good press agent – that’s you. Without spending any of your precious budget money you can 
start an ad campaign that will let people know you are indispensable. 
 
Here are several ways to keep the security department in the forefront of everyone’s thinking: 
 

· Make your security staff ambassadors. They need to each be press agents telling everyone 
in the company about all of the successes you have and how great the department is. In 
these times what you don’t need is some loose cannon telling everyone that people in the 
security department are stupid, lazy, and make the wrong decisions. 

· Send out security alerts at least once a week on topics such as; how to save money, what to 
do in a power outage, reporting suspicious persons, tips on personal safety – you get the 
idea. 

· Ask department heads if they would like for you to discuss loss prevention with their staff or 
present another topic that they feel is important. 

· Be visible. 
· Start thinking customer service. 

 
When times get tough – the successful managers become innovative. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
SPRING BREAK IN MEXICO – “Know Before You Go!” 
 
If you have college kids, check to see what they are planning for Spring Break 
this year. Drug cartels have been increasing their acts of violence in border 
towns.    
 
Personal safety note from the US State Department. 
Over 100,000 American teenagers and young adults travel to resort areas throughout 
Mexico over Spring Break each year.  While the vast majority enjoys their vacation without incident, several 
may die, hundreds will be arrested, and still more will make mistakes that could affect them for the rest of their 
lives. Using some common sense will help travelers avoid these unpleasant and dangerous situations.   

We encourage all U.S. citizens to phone home periodically to assure family members of your safety and 
inform them of your whereabouts.  Remember, whether you travel to Mexico by land, air, or sea, you are 
entering a foreign country and are subject to the laws and customs regulations of Mexico. 

Violence Along the U.S. - Mexico Border  
Mexican drug cartels are engaged in an increasingly violent conflict - both among themselves and with 
Mexican security services - for control of narcotics trafficking routes along the U.S.-Mexico border.  In order to 
combat violence, the government of Mexico has deployed troops in various parts of the country.  U.S. citizens 
should cooperate fully with official checkpoints when traveling on Mexican highways. 
 
Some recent Mexican army and police confrontations with drug cartels have resembled small-unit combat, 
with cartels employing automatic weapons and grenades.  Large firefights have taken place in many towns 
and cities across Mexico but most recently in northern Mexico, including Tijuana, Chihuahua City and Ciudad 
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Juarez.  During some of these incidents, U.S. citizens have been trapped and temporarily prevented from 
leaving the area.  The U.S. Mission in Mexico currently restricts non-essential travel to the state of Durango 
and all parts of the state of Coahuila south of Mexican Highways 25 and 22 and the Alamos River for U.S. 
government employees assigned to Mexico.  This restriction was implemented in light of the recent increase 
in assaults, murders, and kidnappings in those two states.  The situation in northern Mexico remains fluid; the 
location and timing of future armed engagements cannot be predicted. 
 
A number of areas along the border are experiencing rapid growth in the rates of many types of crime.  
Robberies, homicides, petty thefts, and car-jackings have all increased over the last year across Mexico 
generally, with notable spikes in Tijuana and northern Baja California.  Ciudad Juarez, Tijuana and Nogales 
are among the cities which have recently experienced public shootouts during daylight hours in shopping 
centers and other public venues.  Criminals have followed and harassed U.S. citizens traveling in their 
vehicles in border areas including Nuevo Laredo, Matamoros, and Tijuana. 
 
The situation in Ciudad Juarez is of special concern.  Mexican authorities report that more than 1,800 people 
have been killed in the city since January 2008.  Additionally, this city of 1.6 million people experienced more 
than 17,000 car thefts and 1,650 car-jackings in 2008.  U.S. citizens should pay close attention to their 
surroundings while traveling in Ciudad Juarez, avoid isolated locations during late night and early morning 
hours, and remain alert to news reports.  A recent series of muggings near the U.S. Consulate General in 
Ciudad Juarez targeted applicants for U.S. visas.  Visa and other service seekers visiting the Consulate are 
encouraged to make arrangements to pay for those services using a non-cash method. 
 
U.S. citizens are urged to be alert to safety and security concerns when visiting the border region.  Criminals 
are armed with a wide array of sophisticated weapons.  In some cases, assailants have worn full or partial 
police or military uniforms and have used vehicles that resemble police vehicles.  While most crime victims 
are Mexican citizens, the uncertain security situation poses serious risks for U.S. citizens as well.  U.S. citizen 
victims of crime in Mexico are urged to contact the consular section of the nearest U.S. consulate or Embassy 
for advice and assistance. Contact information is provided at the end of this message. 
 
Demonstrations and Large Public Gatherings 
Demonstrations occur frequently throughout Mexico and usually are peaceful.  However, even 
demonstrations intended to be peaceful can turn confrontational and escalate to violence unexpectedly.  
Violent demonstrations have resulted in deaths, including that of an American citizen in Oaxaca in 2006.  In 
2008, a Mexican Independence Day celebration was the target of a violent attack.  During demonstrations or 
law enforcement operations, U.S. citizens are advised to remain in their homes or hotels, avoid large crowds, 
and avoid the downtown and surrounding areas.  Since the timing and routes of scheduled marches and 
demonstrations are always subject to change, U.S. citizens should monitor local media sources for new 
developments and exercise extreme caution while within the vicinity of protests.  The Mexican Constitution 
prohibits political activities by foreigners, and such actions may result in detention and/or deportation.  U.S. 
citizens are therefore advised to avoid participating in demonstrations or other activities that might be deemed 
political by Mexican authorities.  As is always the case in any large gathering, U.S. citizens should remain 
alert to their surroundings.  

Matamoros/South Padre Island:   The Mexican border cities of Matamoros and Nuevo Progresso are located 
30 to 45 minutes south of the major Spring Break destination of South Padre Island, Texas.  Travelers to the 
Mexican border should be especially aware of safety and security concerns due to increased violence in 
recent years between rival drug trafficking gangs competing for control of narcotics smuggling routes.  While it 
is unlikely that American visitors would get caught up in this violence, travelers should exercise common-
sense precautions such as visiting only the well-traveled business and tourism areas of border towns during 
daylight and early-evening hours.   
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Members in the news:   
 
Seminar in commemoration of Fire Safety Month hoste d by ASIS Trinidad Chapter 
In October 2008, after Sandra Sandiford-Carr , a member of ASIS Fire and Life Safety Council held 
discussions with Gerald Mendes, the president of the local ASIS Chapter in Trinidad, the local chapter agreed 
to host a seminar on fire and life safety.  A number of objectives were identified including: 
 

Partnering with the Trinidad and Tobago Fire 
Service 

Involving as many organizations as possible, 
both private and government 

Increasing Fire and Life Safety Awareness Encouraging Fire & Life Safety Awareness 

 
Partnering with the Trinidad and Tobago Fire Servic e 
This object was readily embraced by the Trinidad and Tobago Fire Service as they have a special unit called 
the Fire Prevention Unit whose responsibility it is to conduct lectures on fire safety throughout the country.  
This Unit had developed a series of lectures/presentations for fire safety month and a presentation on the 
time it takes, from the inception of a normal fire to spontaneous combustion, was selected for the seminar.  
The presenters are experienced fire officers who have been specially selected and trained to conduct 
presentations and lectures on behalf of the Fire Services.  This partnership will be of invaluable assistance to 
the local ASIS chapter in the future. 
   
Involving both private and government organizations  
This objective was achieved by inviting a selected list of organizations including: 
 

The Minister of Labor The Commissioner of Police 

The Chief Fire Officer The Chief of Defense Staff 

The Trinidad and Tobago Mfg Association The American Chamber of Commerce 

The Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of 
Commerce 

The Trinidad and Tobago Employers’ 
Consultative Association 

The response was good and most of the specially invited organization sent a representative to the seminar. 
 
Increasing Fire and Life Safety Awareness  
The seminar was very informative and included video clips and a power point presentation.  After the 
presentation the question and answer session was used to encourage participation and a number of relevant 
topics were discussed including: 

Developing local fire safety standards Promoting fire safety awareness 

Security professionals to become certified in Fire 
Safety 

Local ASIS to provide assistance to 
organizations of Fire & Life Safety 

 

Encouraging ASIS Membership involvement                        

This object was readily achieved as all local ASIS members were invited to the seminar.  There was no cost 
attached as two local members through their companies, agreed to sponsor the seminar.  This sponsorship 
was instrumental in the success of the seminar and both companies along with another, through its ASIS 
member, have agreed to sponsor another seminar in 2009. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
*We would like to welcome our new members to the council (in no particular order) 

 
Jerry Heying , CPP, PPS 
Board Certified Protection Professional (CPP), and Personal Protection Specialist (PPS) with 
over 30 years experience in high rise facility and estate building and security management, 
guard force training and management, special event security and personal protection. 
Licensed to operate a Private Investigation and Security company and approved Security 
training school by New York State for 20 years. Trained in Disaster Management and 
Emergency Planning, and holder of several New York City Fire Department Certificates of 

Fitness since 1984, a New York State Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) and member of community 
ambulance corps, and Advisory Board member of the New York Fire Safety Institute, a fire safety training 
school. 
 

Col. (ret.) Mukesh Lakhanpal, CPP   
Col Lakhanpal has over 35 years of experience in the Fire, Life Safety and Security field. He 
is presently working as the Vice President Training and Risk Analysis with Walsons a 
Securitas partner company. Col Lakhanpal was part of the Indian Army where Fire and Life 
safety is of Paramount importance and one of his primary duties. Post retirement (2004), Col 
Lakhanpal has brought his education and experience to the Security Industry while working 
with prestigious companies like G4S and Securitas. His current job responsibility includes Fire 

and Security Risk Analysis, Security Survey & Security Audits of MNCs and providing physical security 
solutions.  Additionally, the job also entails Identification of training needs, development and updating of 
training modules and setting up of training academies. I have been instrumental in transformation of 
applicable international best practices to Indian context. 
 
 

Brian Montgomery, PE, CFPS   
Brian Montgomery is a native Marylander.  In 1984 he graduated from the United States 
House of Representative Page School.  He then went onto the University of Maryland, 
where he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Government and Politics.  After completing 
this degree, he decided to continue his education by obtaining a Bachelor of Science in 
Fire Protection Engineering.   After being a fire marshal for a local jurisdiction in North 
Carolina, Brian decided to return to the University of Maryland and obtained a Masters in 
Engineering, concentrating on Fire Protection.  During this time, Brian was a full time 

professional firefighter for Montgomery County Maryland.   After graduating Brian decided to work in many 
different fields in fire protection and life safety, by working in a private Architectural and Engineering firm and 
as a fire protection engineer for Prince Georges County Maryland. Brian passed his professional engineering 
exam 12 years ago and is registered in Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, and the District of Columbia with the 
principles and practices in fire protection engineering.   Almost a decade ago, Brian decided to change 
careers by working for the Federal Government, first with the Social Security Administration and now with the 
National Aeronautics Space Administration.  With NASA, Brian is the Chief Fire Protection Engineer for the 
Goddard Space Flight Center.  Up until last year, Brian spent fifteen years as a volunteer firefighter and 
officer.   
  

Franklin Timmons, CPP, CIPM, CPOI    
Mr. Timmons has over 35 years of combined law enforcement, security, fire protection, 
industrial safety, and emergency preparedness experience.  For over fifteen (15) years 
he was Manager of Nuclear Plant Protection Departments for three (3) separate utilities. 
His responsibilities included oversight of on-site fire brigades, fire brigade training, plans 
procedures and overview of annunciation and suppression systems. Mr. Timmons was 

also instrumental in the formation of several behavior based safety (BBS) programs.  Along with ASIS 
International, he is a active member of the International Foundation of Protection Officers (IFPO) and the 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and has attended numerous OSHA based industrial safety and 
NFPA in-service training programs. 
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Heinrich Eisenberg, CPP   
Heinrich, a certified millwright, immigrated to Canada in 1991 after serving in the West 
German Police. He has been actively engaged for 18 years with Security / Fire & Life 
Safety in North America. His current responsibilities include Security / Fire & Life Safety 
for high-rise buildings, data centers’ as well as bank branches. Heinrich joined ASIS 
International in 2001 and achieved the CPP certification in 2004. 

  
 

Rixio Medina, CPP, CSP   
Rixio E. Medina is the Vice President of Health, Safety, Security, Environmental Protection and 
Shared Services for CITGO Petroleum Corporation in Houston, Texas.  He has over twenty-
nine years experience in the petroleum industry. Mr. Medina received a Master of Science 
degree in Industrial Security from Central Missouri State University (1982) and a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Engineering Technology-Fire Protection and Safety from Oklahoma State 
University (1977). He is a Certified Safety Professional and a Certified Protection Professional. 

In 2003, Medina was appointed by President Bush with the Senate review and consent to serve as a Board 
Member on the United States Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board in Washington, D.C. 
Previously he was appointed by the Secretaries of Labor under President Clinton and Bush to serve as safety 
representative on the National Advisory Committee on Occupational Safety and Health.  
  

Stephen Hawkins, CFE, CPP    
Stephen Hawkins is currently employed with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 
and Explosives (ATF) as a Financial Investigator/Forensic Auditor. The responsibilities of 
this position are to assist in the financial aspects of firearms trafficking, tobacco diversion, 
theft of explosives, and arson for profit. He previously held the position of ATF inspector 
with the duties of inspecting firearms and explosive licensees. He is a retired Sergeant 
Investigator with over twenty years experience with the Texas Comptroller-Criminal 
Investigation Division, which included conducting investigations for tobacco, sales, and 

motor fuels tax criminal violations.  
 
 
 
 
 

 


