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Inc., two security services
companies based in Chicago.

Security Door Controls

has moved to a new corporate
facility in Westlake Village,
California.

In July 2010, Vector Secu-

rity began sponsoring Project

Home Again and displaying
posters of missing children on
its service vans and patrol ve-
hicles. Within four months,
six children had been recov-
ered. Their pictures had been
posted on vehicles in Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Florida, and
California.

Video Mount Products

has launched an electronic
newsletter for customers. Par-
ticipants can register for the
monthly newsletter at www.
videomount.com.

Visonic Ltd. has a new sec-
tion in its corporate Web site
that provides North American
customers with specific infor-

mation for their needs, includ-
ing a product catalog, webi-
nars, and links.

Waterfall Security Solu-

tions, Ltd., has established a
U.S. subsidiary in New York
City.

U.K. University
Offers Certificate
in Security
Management
United Kingdom-based Buck-
inghamshire New University
is offering a postgraduate-level
certificate in security manage-
ment. Existing and newly
qualified Certified Protection
Professionals® (CPPs) can earn
the qualification by complet-
ing a 20-week academic pro-
gram via distance learning.
There will also be an opportu-
nity to use the certificate as
accredited learning in place of
one module of the university’s

master’s degree in business
continuity, security, and emer-
gency management. This
means that with an additional
12 months of study, CPPs will
have the potential to hold a
full master’s degree. 

The program will pro vide
know ledge and concepts to-
gether with structured assess-
ment tasks, and students will
be encouraged to identify the
relevance of the content to
their own working environ-
ments. There will be emphasis
on applying the various prin-
ciples, theories, and practices
to the students’ individual
businesses, work roles, and
employment requirements or
aspirations.

Baroness Ruth Henig, chair
of the U.K. government’s Secu-
rity Industry Authority, stated
that “the formal education of
individuals—both those al-
ready working in security-re-
lated roles and those newly

starting their careers—is one
way in which the industry can
continue to move forward and
maintain its aim to drive up
standards and so create a bet-
ter and safer environment for
the public. Creating functional
and successful security univer-
sity courses contributes to the
continuing development of a
modern security industry, and
it is encouraging to see this be-
ing achieved through the
work of various educational
institutions. Degree and post-
graduate-level security courses
demonstrate to the general
public the level of profession-
alism to be found in the in-
dustry and how seriously the
security industry takes the de-
velopment of its employees.”

Students will be able to ac-
cess support mechanisms and
module tutors through e-mail,
telephone, the “Blackboard”
virtual learning environment,
and, if they wish, face-to-face.
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Patrick Wood, CPP, is in the business of

solutions. Previously a security supervi-

sor for UPS, Wood is now the general

manager for Per Mar Security Services, a

full-service security provider. Since May

2009, Wood has overseen all aspects of

the company’s security business operations in Chicago,

Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan—ranging from financial and

operational to sales and personnel activities. 

“Part of my job is to evaluate and provide the best pos-

sible security solution to our customers,” observes Wood.

“You have to be able to anticipate what could happen and

then prepare a plan to either stop incidents from occur-

ring or contain them when they do.” Wood credits his

Certified Protection Professional® (CPP) designation with

giving him the tools to complete a thorough, professional

security survey and the confidence to convey his expert-

ise to his customers. “The CPP credential instantly gives

you credibility.”

Motivated by a desire to strengthen his knowledge and

skills, Wood earned his CPP designation in September

2007. But he is not resting on his laurels; he continues to

challenge himself each day to learn more and to consis-

tently grow and evolve his skill sets. 

According to Wood, membership in ASIS has provided a

strong foundation on which to build his career and enhance

his overall security knowledge. He admits knowing little

about the organization when he joined in 2006, but he

made a decision to get involved in his local chapter. Wood

went on to serve as vice chair of the Eastern Iowa Chapter

and was later its chair for a two-year term. “The people you

meet can be a wealth of knowledge and, for me, are a very

large part of my growth as a security manager,” he states.

Per Mar Security is a strong supporter of ASIS board

certification. Several of Wood’s coworkers are currently

preparing for the CPP examination, and Wood anticipates

the establishment of study groups for the Professional

Certified Investigator® and the Physical Security Profes-

sional® designations in the future.

“When new customers find out that I have a CPP certi-

fication, you can see a certain level of comfort from

them…. They know that I am going to be able to provide

them exactly what they need.”

Profile by Leigh A. McGuire, ASIS marketing manager

Certification Profile
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