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John Villines, CPP, says the security

field allowed him the opportunity to

work full-time, yet flexible, hours while

earning his bachelor’s degree and at-

tending law school at Georgia State Uni-

versity. “I started as a security patrol of-

ficer in 1973 at Phipps Plaza Mall, an upscale shopping

center in Atlanta, and came up through the ranks, holding

several positions, including security supervisor and direc-

tor of security operations.”

Concurrent with his employment with Phipps Plaza,

Villines started his own security consulting business in

1979. He left Phipps Plaza in 1985 to accept a position as

operations manager for two shopping centers, responsible

for overseeing both security and facilities management.

He left that job in 1987 to focus on growing his own busi-

ness, expanding it into contract security services and pri-

vate investigations.

Today, Villines has a master’s degree in security man-

agement and serves as chief executive officer of John C.

Villines LLC, overseeing a staff of seven. His company pro-

vides expert testimony; crime prevention analysis; risk,

threat, and vulnerability assessments; and other special-

ized investigative and consulting services. His clients in-

clude government agencies at the local, state, and federal

levels; Fortune 100 corporations; multinational companies;

financial services institutions; educational facilities; and

other businesses and individuals.

As a consulting and testifying expert on security issues,

Villines says much of his time is spent reviewing data and

conducting qualitative and quantitative analyses to deter-

mine whether a criminal act was foreseeable or preventa-

ble. He also cites the need to stay current with information

relevant to the security industry, “so a good part of each

day is spent reviewing publications and other research

material, including the ASIS International publications—

both online and in my library.” 

Villines holds a public service position on the Georgia

Board of Private Detective and Security Agencies, to

which he was appointed by the state governor in 2003.

“This six-person board oversees the security and inves-

tigative industries in Georgia, and I am one of two board

members appointed from within the security industry,” he

explains. “Since January of 2010 I am again serving as

chair of that board, an elected position which I also held

from 2003 to 2007.”

In addition, he is writing a book about shopping center

security.

Villines earned his Certified Protection Professional®

(CPP) designation in 2003. “I believed it was important

that the person at the helm of regulating the industry in

Georgia should demonstrate his competency in the field

of security management, and the CPP designation is the

most widely recognized and respected symbol of that

competency,” he says.

Having the CPP has also helped his company, Villines

says. “The CPP designation is often listed as a criterion for

submitting proposals. Having the designation opens doors.”

When conducting security seminars for other profession-

als, Villines says it is a given that he will recommend ASIS

certification to enhance one’s professional career. “Similarly,

when providing security staffing recommendations to a

client, I consider the CPP designation a necessity for those

filling top security management positions,” he adds.

—Profile by Vicki Moeser, ASIS public relations 

manager
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surveillance, which is a limita-
tion to our privacy. But we
have to understand that [we
have] to ensure our collective
security through the selective
and judicious use of video sur-
veillance tools. We have to live
in a risky society with the
knowledge that government’s
obligation is to minimize risks,
prevent them, and be respon-
sive when [incidents] happen.”

On Tuesday, Martin Smith,
CEO of The Security Company
and founder of the Security
Awareness Special Interest
Group, held a key note presen-

tation on security awareness.
“We hear so much on the news
and in the press about terror-
ism, violent crime, ID theft,
credit card fraud…that people
actually want to learn about
how they can protect them-
selves and their families from
becoming victims both at
home and at work,” he told at-
tendees. “This is the ideal op-
portunity to engage your
workforce in security aware-
ness, providing them with not
only the key rules for your or-
ganization but also advising
them and their families per-

sonally. Encouraging learning
in this manner is an extremely
effective method of achieving
long-term behavioral change.”

Other conference speakers
included Brian Powrie, inter-
national advisor of the United
Nations Inter regional Crime
and Justice Research Institute,
who gave a presentation on
public-private partnerships
and soft targets vulnerability;
Richard E. Widup, Jr., CPP, sen-
ior director of Purdue Pharma
LP and member of the ASIS
Board of Directors; Dr. Christo-
pher A. Walker, executive pro-

fessor of strategy at Northeast-
ern University; and Elaine
Evans, professor of interna-
tional business at Northeast-
ern University. 

Additionally, chief security
officers and their deputies at-
tended the CSO Roundtable
sessions on April 18. Speakers
included Mi chael T. Evanoff,
director of the NATO Office of
Security, and Schalk Van Der
Merwe, regional security direc-
tor of Levi Strauss EMEA.

Conference presentations
are available online at www.
asisonline. org/lisbon. ■
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