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ANNOUNCEMENTS
AGT International has
launched a new corporate
Web site at www.agtinterna-
tional.com.

Andrews International

has agreed to acquire Verasys

LLC.

Avigilon contributed high-
definition surveillance equip-
ment to the University of

British Columbia for use in a
research project.

Cothron Security Solu-

tions donated security equip-
ment and services to Animal

Trustees of Austin following
recent vandalism incidents.

Federal Signal Corpora-

tion has sold its industrial
lighting subsidiary, Pauluhn,
to Cooper Industries Plc.

G4S has acquired Adesta

LLC and Adesta LP.

HireRight has acquired
National Diagnostics, Inc.,
a drug test and physical exam
provider.

Ingram Micro Inc. has
launched a new Physical Secu-
rity Division with headquarters
in Santa Ana, California.

IPC International re-
branded its U.K. operations as
IPC Security.

Lockheed Martin has
formed the Lockheed Martin
Cyber Security Alliance with
other leading technology pro -
viders to collaborate on early
threat detection and other
challenges. The alliance in-
cludes APC by Schneider

Electric, CA, Cisco, Dell,

EMC Corporation, HP, Intel,

Juniper Networks, McAfee,

Microsoft, NetApp, Syman-

tec, and VMware.

Securitas has entered the
security services market in
Morocco with the purchase of
75 percent of shares in GMCE

Gardiennage. The company
has also acquired Ferssa

Group in France.
TranSystems and Aegis

Security Design have
merged.

United Technologies

Corp. has agreed to purchase
the GE Security business
from GE.

Wausau Window and

Wall Systems has updated
content and expanded its
downloadable resources on

its Web site at www. wausau -
window.com.

CSO Roundtable
Meets in Dubai
Chief Security Officers from
around the world gathered in
Dubai on December 6 for a
half day of sessions that cov-
ered security in post-conflict
zones and fragile states, secu-
rity concerns particular to the
Mideast, and security viewed
in terms of risk and resiliency.
The event, hosted by CSO
Roundtable Advisory Board
Member Mark Hargraves, was
held in conjunction with the
1st ASIS International Middle
East Conference.

ASIS NEWS

Donald Puck, CPP, began his career as a

firefighter with the Des Moines (Iowa)

Fire Department (DMFD) in 1967. During

his 28-year career, he also served as a

communications specialist and a fire in-

spector. “My background in the DMFD—

doing inspections, code enforcement, and getting EMT

certification—prepared me for the job that I have today,”

he says.

Puck is the manager of corporate security and physical

security/access for the Principal Financial Group, where

he has worked since 1995. Puck’s job is to oversee all

physical security, access control, fire and life safety sys-

tems, and parking. The home office in Des Moines con-

sists of eight buildings, five parking ramps, and several

off-site locations.

Three employees report to Puck; he reports to Princi-

pal’s assistant director of security. “My staff and I are on

call 24/7,” Puck says. “With 7,500 employees in Des

Moines and more than 15,000 worldwide, we deal with a

lot of access questions.”

“Weather-related issues are also a daily concern,” he

adds, “especially in our area, where we could have severe

winter weather, tornadoes in the spring, and whenever we

have heavy rains, there is the threat of flooding.” 

Puck is the person called when employees get trapped

in revolving doors and elevators. But his crew also re-

sponds to more serious crises. “Not too long ago, we did

CPR on an employee for several minutes before the fire

department arrived and took over,” he says. “We used our

automated external defibrillator (AED), which we had re-

cently acquired, on the individual.” Puck is proud to report

that the employee made it to the hospital, fully recovered,

and was back at work within a month.

He adds that all of Principal’s staff and contractors are

required to be CPR/AED and first-aid certified.

One of Puck’s favorite things about his job is that no

two days are alike. “Yes, you have similar issues on a daily

basis,” he says, “but there is always something different

each day. One thing to remember is that you’re not go-

ing to become a millionaire in our profession, but it can

be rewarding. Especially when you know you are helping

others.”

An ASIS International member for 12 years, Puck has

been active in the Central Iowa Chapter, serving three

terms as treasurer and one term each as vice chair and

chair. He has also been a member of the ASIS Fire and

Life Safety Council, where he has served as vice chair and

chair. Puck earned his CPP in 2003.

“Having a CPP was not part of the job requirement

when I first started here,” he says. “Now it is highly recom-

mended. I found that the many hours of studying for it

gave me a well-rounded package of information that has

proven beneficial in discussing security issues with others

in and outside the security field.”

—By Vicki Moeser, ASIS public relations manager
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