
The work of preparing ASIS
Standards and Guidelines is
carried out through the ASIS
International Standards and
Guidelines Commission and
its committees. ASIS develops
standards and guidelines
within a voluntary, nonpropri-
etary, and consensus-based
process, using the knowledge,
experience, and expertise of
ASIS membership, security
professionals, and the global
security industry.

Facilities Physical Security
Measures Guideline is the
ninth guideline released by
ASIS International.  For a com-
plete listing and status of all
ASIS Standards and Guidelines,
visit www.asisonline.org.

Abstracts Sought
for European
Security
Conference
ASIS International is soliciting
abstracts for educational pre-
sentations at the 9th Annual
European Security Conference
to be held in Lisbon, Portugal,
next spring. This unique con-
ference will address a full spec-
trum of topics in security man-
agement. Among the topics for
which abstracts are sought are
piracy, supply chain security,
loss prevention, antiterrorism,
executive protection, intellec-
tual property rights, and hotel
and building security.

The deadline to electroni-
cally submit abstracts is Octo-
ber 10. Visit the education sec-
tion of www.asisonline.com
for details.

ASIS/Wharton
Program Starts
Soon
ASIS International, in collabo-
ration with the Wharton
School of the University of
Pennsylvania, is offering its
two-week certificate course for

security executives beginning
November 30. The Wharton/
ASIS Program for Security Exec-
utives presents business knowl-
edge taught by many of the
same faculty who have made
Wharton’s MBA program one

of the top-ranked in the world.
The program, which will

run from November 30 to De-
cember 4 and from February 1
to 5, will cover the core con-
cepts of business to broaden
the chief security officer’s man-

agerial and strategic perspec-
tives, enhance business in-
stincts, and sharpen abilities to
tackle management challenges.
Both sessions must be com-
pleted to earn the certificate. 

Wharton’s faculty draws on
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Don Aviv, CPP, PCI, PSP,

is the chief operating offi-

cer of Interfor, Inc., an in-

ternational investigation

and security consulting

firm, and managing direc-

tor of the company’s physical security con-

sulting division. He says there are times that

he feels like he was “born into” the security

profession. “I have been in this field since I

was able to work, and I come from a long

line of security and investigative profession-

als,” he says. It was his father, Juval Aviv,

who founded Interfor in 1979. 

Aviv is responsible for managing day-

to-day operations, including relationships

with vendors, sources, and clients; ensur-

ing that work for Interfor’s clients meets

high standards of quality and cost effec-

tiveness. He is also charged with planning,

implementing, and supervising work for

physical and IT security clients. 

“Fortunately, there is no such thing as a

‘typical day’ here,” he says. “Depending on

our case load, I might be out in the field

reviewing a client’s physical security or IT

program, interviewing new employees,

meeting with potential vendors, or in all-

day case meetings with our investigative

staff.”

Because of the nature of the firm’s work

and clients, which include some of the

world’s largest corporations, Aviv is often

involved in what he describes as unique

and complex projects.

“These projects often involve significant

operational and logistical require ments—

from planning and implementing multifac-

eted executive protection details to mass

lay-offs to sensitive financial investiga-

tions,” he explains. 

However, “We occasionally accept non-

corporate cases from people desperate

for our help, such as a wife whose hus-

band has absconded to another country

with their children and life savings or a

family that lost its life savings in a fraudu-

lent investment,” Aviv says. “It always

leaves a mark on me when we are able to

assist people in such dire situations.”

He describes security management as a

growing and necessary field, as more com-

panies recognize that money spent on se-

curity is not purely an operational cost from

which they see no return on their invest-

ment. “They are starting to recognize that

proper security is a vital part of maintain-

ing and growing a healthy company,” Aviv

says. “In fact, because of the increasing

threats from terrorism to intellectual prop-

erty theft and the security issues raised by

layoffs, it is becoming much easier to visu-

alize the value of security even though the

economy is chipping away at corporate

security and investigative budgets.”

Aviv has been an ASIS International

member for nine years. In the last five

years, he has earned all three ASIS certifi-

cations. “No matter how much experience

or knowledge you actually have, clients are

forced to take your word for it unless you

have a recognizable certification,” he says.

“These certifications let people know up

front that I have the necessary knowledge

and training that meet recognized stan-

dards within the security industry.”

Aviv is active in his local chapter; he is

also a member of the ASIS Physical Secu-

rity Council. “My involvement with ASIS

has been extremely valuable as an educa-

tional and networking tool,” he says.

“Many of my most important professional

relationships, both locally and internation-

ally, began through ASIS.”

—By Vicki Moeser, ASIS public relations 

manager
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